pope demanded that Ludwig resign on the grounds of his reign being usurped since the pope had not approved it. Ludwig rejected this and John XXII, on this account, excommunicated the king in 1324.
Shortly before Ludwig's excommunication, Marsilius of Padua completed his book, the Defensor pacis (Defender of the Peace). With this work, the philosopher intended to disprove the papalists' political claims and to strengthen the political position of the temporal rulers of his time, expressly the now embattled King Ludwig. He developed a theory of sovereign Christian political communities independent from the local and universal church hierarchy. Scholars have assumed for many years that Emperor Ludwig who consulted Marsilius as an eminent adviser during his Roman expedition in 1327 and 1328 put certain principles of Marsilius's political theory and ecclesiology into practice. Especially, the basic ideas of Ludwig's most spectacular political acts, namely his imperial coronation without the pope's consent, the emperor's sentence of deposition against John XXII, and the antipope's election and elevation seem to correspond with the principles of Marsilius's theory. 2 The acceptance of and support for these political acts among Ludwig's contemporaries in Western Christendom, however, were-apart from his imperial coronation-markedly small.
Much later, about 20 years after Marsilius had composed the Defensor pacis, in April 1343 in Avignon, in a speech delivered to the cardinals of the Roman church, Pope Clement VI explained why the recent negotiations concerning the reconciliation of the Roman Church with the Roman Emperor Ludwig IV had failed-again. Among other misdeeds, "the Bavarian," as the Curia called Ludwig, had also been excommunicated for favoring Marsilius of Padua and his Parisian colleague John of Jandun. King Ludwig had supported them and kept them at his court until their deaths. And, the pope continues, he dares to say that he never had read a book by a worse heretic than this Marsilius. He himself had upon a mandate of his papal predecessor, Benedict XII, analyzed Marsilius's book and finally extracted more than 240 heretical propositions.
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The actual bull of condemnation against the Defensor pacis, Licet iuxta doctrinam, was issued 16 years earlier, in October 1327 by Pope John XXII. Although studies of Marsilius of Padua and of the conf lict of Ludwig the Bavarian and the popes generally refer to this document, little research has been done on it. Partly, this is because the editions of this document are not easily accessible. The bull has not been printed in the Constitutiones et at acta publica regum et imperatorum of the Monumenta Germaniae Historica edited for this period by Jacob Schwalm. The relevant volume, however, contains the two papal bulls dealing with Marsilius and John of Jandun that preceded the condemnation, both of April 1327. In Quia iuxta doctrinam of April 3, John XXII summoned Ludwig peremptorily to Avignon to face trial for heresy there. Among the pope's accusations was Ludwig's acceptance of Marsilius and John of Jandun at his court. 4 In Dudum propter notorios of April 9, John XXII excommunicated Marsilius and John of Jandun together with other prelates for their having joined the excommunicated Ludwig on his Italian expedition and summoned them, too, to Avignon within
